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Therefore we removed thither the royal strong-box and all the
books and papers of the accountant's office and others in addition
which seemed important, together with our own valuables, even our
clothing. And so did the general and the other soldiers who were
there when the enemy arrived and assaulted with such vigour that
we were compelled to withdraw under such stress of risk and danger
that we could save nothing but the garments on our backs, and our
arms and munitions. The enemy took everything. The royal strong-
box contained little money because, payments due on account of
these two forts being made, there is never much over, most years
nothing.

Concerning the enemy's approach and the strength with which he
attacked us, the general will report to Your Majesty, in whose com-
passion we confide, trusting that Your Majesty will decide to order
that we be favoured and provided for in such great affliction and
calamity as this in which we remain, and so do we humbly entreat
Your Majesty, whose sacred Catholic royal person Our Lord pre-
serve many and happy years with increase of greater realms and
lordships as Christianity has need.

San Agustin, June 17, 1586.

Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's humblest servants and vassals kiss Your Majesty's
royal feet.

Alonso Sancho Saez

Rodrigo dejunco

Bartolome de Arguelles (Rubrics).

Document No. 34?-
[Don Francisco de Varte2 to the Crown,  San Lucar,
June 25, 1586]
(P. i)                                        t
Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty
Tomas Ginoves' advice-ship has this moment crossed the bar of
this port. He conies from Cartagena and is one of those sent thither
1 A. de /., 143-3-16, Indiferente General 1097.r pfago, original,
8 Factor [jwz qficial real] of the House of Trade, the name was *de Uarte', i.e.,
Duarte.